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INTRODUCTION
1.

The republic of Uganda is an East African country
lying astride the Equator.
It is located between
longitudes 29. 5U and 35° East of the meridian and
latitude 4° North and 1.5° South of the equator.
Uganda is bordered by the Republic of Sudan to the
North, Kenya to the East, Tanzania and Rwanda to the
South and the Democratic Republic of Congo to the
West.

2.

Uganda has a total surface area of 236,422 square
kilometres (sq. km) with an average attitude of 1,200
meters above sea level.
Uganda enjoys a pleasant climate with a mean annual
temperature of 22°C and a biomodal rainfall pattern
with rains falling between March-June and AugustOctober. The annual rainfall totals vary between 800
millimetres (mm) in the North-east to over 4,000 mm in
the South of the country. The soil is alluvial and
very good for agricultural production.
Over 80% of
Uganda's 19 million people live in the rural areas
with a density varying between 200 persgns per square
kilometres in Kabale to 14 persons/km^ in Karamoja
(Moroto and Kotido districts). (See map annex II).

3.

4.

5.

The current economic policy of Uganda is bent on
restructuring and modernizing the economic sector for
increased production in key areas. The macro-economic
aspects of the reform programme, have generally been
effective with very impressive results; for instance:
the economy grew at a rate of about 6% per annum from
1986-1996; inflation fell from the high level of 25%
in 1987 to 5.3% in 1996; while the revenue Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) ratio grew from 5% in 1985/86
fiscal year to 12.11 by the 1995/96 fiscal year to
12.1% by the 1995/6 fiscal year.
THE DEVELOPMENT OF BEE KEEPING IN UGANDA
Bee keeping is one of the oldest agro-based rural
industry in Uganda. Like in many tropical countries,
honey hunting has been a long time tradition amongst
many tribes in Uganda; but the development of
apiculture as a profitable economic enterprise has so
far made little impact.
Uganda' s flora is rich and varied with a considerable
scope for ...developing her rich and renewable beekeeping potential (see annex III). Honey harvesting
could be increased considerably by increasing "modern
bee-keeping". This in turn could help to improve the
income level and thus the quality of live of the rural
people. The equipment required for this development
would include the improved bee hives, bee smokers,
protective garments like overalls, gloves etc, hive

