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Antidumping
Investigation Update
An American Beekeeping Federation and American Honey Producers Association News Release

he U.S. International Trade
Commission (ITC) has ruled that
U.S. honey producers are being harmed
by imports of honey from China.
By a 6-0 vote on Nov. 14, the
Commissioners returned their preliminary affirmative determination in the
antidumping case the two U.S. national
beekeeping organizations have filed
against Chinese honey imports, saying
the domestic industry is being injured or
threatened with injury. The ITC will
continue its investigation of the injury
and will make a final determination as
early as July 10.
"We are extremely gratified that the
ITC has agreed with us, finding the U.S.
honey producers are indeed being injured
by these imports from China," said David
Sundberg, president of the American
Beekeeping Federation. "The imports
from China have been growing for several years, and their prices have been
steadily falling. Processors are buying
imported honey while our members can't
Find buyers for their U.S. honey."
On the other side of the two-pronged
investigation, the U.S. Department of
Commerce (DOC) is determining the
degree to which the Chinese honey is
being dumped into the U.S. market.
Based on the U.S. honey producers' petition, DOC initiated its investigation on
Oct. 24, working from an assumption
that the rate of dumping is as much as
49%—the amount of tariff which will
have to be added to bring the Chinese
import price up to fair market value.
"Our producers are caught in the classic price-cost squeeze,"said Richard
Adee, president of the American Honey
Producers. "Our costs have been steadily
rising, but the ever cheaper Chinese
imports have kept us from getting a
decent return. Most of our members are
living off their equity. They are just
barely hanging on. The antidumping tariff can't come too soon."
DOC's announcement of the preliminary dumping tariff is scheduled for
March 20, 1995. On that date, a temporary tariff will become effective pending
the final determination, which is due on
May 26, 1995. Imported honey from
China, which clears U.S. Customs after
that date will be assessed the new tariff.
Imports of honey from China rose
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from 45 million pounds in 1991 to 77
million pounds in 1993, an increase of
more than 71 percent. With the
increased volume, the Chinese share of
the U.S. market rose from 14.8% to
25.2%. During this same time, the unit
value of the imports fell about 20%.
The record imports of Chinese honey
have continued into 1994 and U.S. honey
producers have built up a backlog of
honey. Some of them are still shipping
1993 honey and have few prospects for
selling their 1994 honey at prices which
will enable them to stay in business.
"We are urging the Department of
Commerce to render its preliminary finding and start collecting the dumping tariff at the earliest date possible," said
Donald Schmidt, ABF past president. "If
they delay the announcement by 50 days-which is possible if the Chinese ask for
it—our producers will be hurt badly. We
need an early imposition of the tariff to
move the 1994 honey into trade before
the 1995 honey harvest gets under way."
Dumping Margin Trimmed
While the beekeepers claimed initially that the margin of dumping was
almost 170%, DOC initiated its investigation on a premise that the level of
dumping ranged from 30.95% to 49.24%.
In the interim, while DOC was studying
the sufficiency of the the petition, the
petitioners reduced their claim to a range
of 121% to 144%.
The margin was reduced to the disallowance of certain cost factors submitted
by the U.S. beekeepers. In some cases,
DOC said the claims were not sufficiently substantiated; in other cases, DOC
said the petitioners had misinterpreted
data. The petitioners will have an opportunity to submit additional data and
recoup part or all of the disallowed costs.
The range of margins comes from two
factors. First, honey in China is produced from both Apis mellifera and Apis
cerana honey bees. Each of them have
different management costs and different
per colony yields, resulting in different
costs per pound of honey produced.
Also, the petitioners cited two different
contracts for sales of Chinese honey to
U.S. packers. One contract was priced at
38 cents per pound; the other, 39 cents.

Comparing the 39 cents contract with
the A. mellifera costs resulted in a margin of 30.96%; the 49.24% margin came
from comparing the Apis cerana costs
with the 38 cents contract.
The cost factors were based on India
(where, likewise, both species of bees are
used to produce honey). Cost factors
from China are not used, since the country has a centrally-controlled economy.
The DOC will request Chinese producers
and exporters to provide cost information.
The purpose of the DOC investigation
is to determine whether Chinese honey is
being sold in the United States at prices
below what is allowed by U.S. law. The
purpose of the ITC investigation is to
determine whether U.S. honey producers
are being injured or threatened with
injury by such sales.
Injury Now Manifest

Also on Oct. 24, the U.S.
International Trade Commission (ITC)
staff heard both sides of the issue in a
staff conference. Testifying at the conference were representatives of the
National Honey Packers and Dealers
Association and the Chinese honey
exporters.
At the ITC, the U.S. producers argued
that the threat of injury by imports from
China, which the ITC had found a year
ago in the Section 406 case, had now
come to be actual injury. Michael J.
Coursey, attorney for the beekeepers,
summarized the petitioners' case in three
points as he introduced their case:
"First, the domestic industry is now in
a materially injured condition...
"Second,... the huge volume of
dumped Chinese imports has significantly reduced the volume of domestic industry sales....
"Third, Chinese prices have led, and
continue to lead, U.S. honey prices in a
downward direction...."
For their part, the opponents of the
petition told the ITC that producers, at
best, still only face a threat of injury and
the reason for the threat of injury is the
loss of the price support. "The only reason that this case was filed has been the
elimination of the beekeepers' subsidy,"
said NHPDA attorney Spencer Griffith as
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AVOID BEE DRIFTING
Congratulations to Mrs. Bob Wagner
of Oklahoma. She has captured on film
the effects of look-alike hives, all in a
neat row. The picture is worth the
proverbial thousand words. Our attention was directed to the stand, and I
wonder how many readers picked up on
the classical portrait of drift. Note that
the near hives have a fairly uniform
group of "hangers-out", aided by the
visual irregularity of the first two taller
hives. As you look down the row, the
number of bees trails off to none where
they have been donated to the outboard
hives of the stand. At the far end, it
appears that there are more bees enough to obliterate the landing board
rails.
We need to remember that the bees,
on approach, do not have tower control
to touchdown, but are on visual all the
way in. They could not consistently
land at the entrance to Number 7 without
developing counting skills.
This row of hives needs to be brokenO into several groups. We use
groups of three. From a distance, the
bees can zero in on their group, and inclose, they have no trouble with which
of the three is their own.
Walt Wright
Elkton, TN
INSIDE WINTERING
CORRECTION
Concerning my article on indoor wintering which you ran in the November
issue, there is one glaring error: under
#6 on page 744, it should read "(much
above 45 degrees F}." It now says "15
degrees" which would defeat the purpose
of indoor wintering. Looking over the
draft which I sent you, the original says
"45", but the copier didn't come out very
clear - guess I should have used a new
typewriter ribbon. My apologies! Some
of these beekeepers are sure to catch this
one.
Don Jackson
Pequot Lakes, MN

BLOSSOMLAND BEE SUPPLY
Berrien Center, Michigan
1-800-637-5262

Now Accepting Orders for April - May Delivery
New 1995 Queens with Nine Frames Bees-Brood-Honey in Deep Brood Box &
Frames. All Included. 1-10
$55.00 ea. 11+
$50.00 ea.
Excellent to Good Condition Used Telescope Cvr/Inner Cvr/B.Board. Makes an
Excellent Starter Kit/Colony of the Above. $15 Additional per set.
Four Frame Nucs w/frames 1-10
$37.00 ea. 11+
$36.00 ea.
Deposit Required on all Orders. Visa/Mastercard Accepted.
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HOMER PARK ITALIAN QUEENS
TOP QUALITY ALL AROUND
QUEENS THAT PERFORM
WELL IN ALL AREAS.

ORDER EARLY FOR MARCH AND
APRIL SHIPPING DATES
Order From

HOMER E. PARK
P.O. Box 38, Palo Cedro, CA 96073
Ph.916-547-3391 or (916)549-3555

or
WOOTEN GOLDEN QUEENS
11189 Deschutes Road
Palo Cedro, CA 96073
Ph. (916) 549-3555
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Mann Lake Supply, Ltd.
Co. Rd. 40 & 1 st St. Hackensack, MN 56452
Your full line supplier of medications,
feed, woodenware, honey extracting
equipment, protective clothing and
many other quality supplies. Contact
us Today!
Do you have our Free Catalog?

-800-233-6663
Evening Calls Preferred

Package Bees & Queens
All Queens sent Air Mail & Insured
Breeder Queens selected in Northern California
and Southwest Montana.
Everything Fed Fumidil-B U.S. FUNDS

ITALIANS

1995 PRICE LIST
Spring queens through May 1
1 -10.....
,..$10.00
11-24....
$8.00
25 & up
.........$6.75
May 1 st & on
1-10
.......$10.00
11-24
...$7.00
25 & up
$5.75
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JoLLM
8700 Honey Lane • Millville, CA 96062
916-547-3387- FAX 916-547-5327
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quota system."
State University.
he opened the opponents' testimony.
Representing the producers at the
Representing the NHPDA were
"What has happened since (President
Clinton rejected the ITC recommendation staff conference were Richard Adee, Dwight Stoller, Nicholas Sargeantson,
in the Section 406 case)? First, the vol- Jerry Stroope, Jack Meyer, Jr., and Lyle Mike Ingalls, and Ron Phipps. The
ume of Chinese imports has declined dra- Johnston from AHPA; David Sundberg, Chinese exporters were not present, but
matically....Second,...prices for Chinese Bill Merritt, Don Schmidt, Dave their attorney read a statement.
honey have risen dramatically in recent Hackenberg, and Troy Fore of ABF;
months, prior to the initiation of this Brent Barkman of Barkman Honey; and
case, as a result of a new Chinese export Dr. Roger Hoopingarner of Michigan
Beekeepers,
"The next step for us is to raise the additional $150,000 to pursue that case. Beat every bush you can think
of. Look under every rock. We have checks coming in from several state and local associations. Has yours made a
contribution yet? "

LOHMAN APIARIES

WANTED

since 1946
Quality Queens and Packages

PROFESSIONAL HARD WORKING
QUEEN BREEDER AND HELPER

Old World Carniolan
for Over-Wintering and Honey Production

Certified Mite Free
Dennis Lohman Apiaries
Rt. l,Box8-F
ARBUCKLE, CALIFORNIA 95912

916-476-2322

Must have several years of high volume commercial queen
raising experience. Must be able to turn out top quality
queens in large numbers. Must be able to adapt to our system of breeding and raising good queens. Top salary and
working conditions. This is a year round position.
We are a large volume package and queen bee shipper
and operate several thousand queen mating boxes. Apply
to: Blue Ridge Apiaries - P.O. Box 2685 - Cayce, S.C.
29171-2685. Phone (800) 796-8988.

PLASTIC HONEY CONTAINERS
UNBREAKABLE, LIGHT WEIGHT, RECYCLABLE, GOOD LOOKING,
"NEW" HONEY OVALS 1# & 2# SIZE, BULK PK. OR 12 PK. BOX
4 SIZES OF BEARS, CYLINDERS
CAPS

Sailor Plastics, Inc.
8 Maine Ave. P.O. Box 309
Adrian, MN 56110
507-483-2469 Fax 507-483-2777
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